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Contact: Pat Williams, senior fellow, O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, (406) 
243-7700.
UM CENTER LANDS PLANNING GRANT FOR RESTORING PUBLIC LANDS 
MISSOULA -
The O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West recently received an unsolicited 
$10,000 grant from the Wyss Foundation of Sante Fe, N.M ., an organization interested in 
public-land issues.
Pat Williams, a senior fellow with the center, said the funds will be used for a planning 
grant to investigate possible restoration projects on public lands. Williams envisions work such 
as mine reclamation, road restoration or clearing to assist with fire prevention.
"Once projects are identified, we are aiming for the creation of piblic/private 
partnerships that would join forces to do this restoration work," he said. "Throughout our 
region, we need collaborative efforts to bring industries together with conservationists for 
agreement on projects that need to be done. We haven’t seen a real concerted effort for such 
things yet in the West."
Williams said a worker with the Wyss Foundation knew of Williams from his time in 
the U.S. Congress, and learned about CRMW from Fleadwater News, the center’s online news 




CRMW is a regional studies and public policy institute designed to sharpen Westerners’ 
understanding of their region and guide visions for its future. The center was established at 
The University of Montana in 1992.
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